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FORE  I  GIT  NEWS  017  VEGETABLES 

Winter  Vegetable  Sup-plies  in  Nearby  Countries 

Sup-olies  more  -plentiful:     Larger  plantings  of  winter  vegetables 
in  Cuba,  Mexico,  and  Puerto  Rico  indicate  that  available  supplies  dur- 
ing the  1S36-37  season  will  be  larger  than  they  were  in  1935-36.  Ship- 
ments of  vegetables,  mainly  tomatoes,  during  the  first  three  months  of 
the  season,  October  to  December,  have  been  somewhat  larger  than  the;/ 
were  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1935.     However,  adverse  weather 
conditions  in  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico  have  reduced  yields  considerably. 
Weather  conditions  in  Mexico  so  far  have  been  generally  sat isf actory . 
Imports  of  fresh  vegetables  into  the  United  States  were  valued  at 
$5,236,000  in  1935-36,  July  to  June,  and  the  exports  from  the  United 
States  were  valued  at  $5,745,000. 

CUBA 

Export s ;     Exports  of  fresh  vegetables  from  Habana,  Cuba,  to 
the  United  States  in  December  were  the  largest  on  record  for  that 
month,   totaling  10,611  short  tons  as  against  9,189  in  December  1935, 
and  3,397  short  tons  in  the  same  month  of  1934,  according  to  a  report 
from  Harold  S.  Tewell,  American  Consul  at  Habana,  Cuba.  Tomatoes 
made  up  about  three-fourths  of  the  total.     The  balance  was  largely  lima 
beans,  eggplant,  cucumbers,  and  okra. 

At  the  start  of  the  season  in  November  it  was  predicted  that 
exports  of  vegetables  from  Cuba  to  the  United  States  would  reach 
2,215,000  packages,   or  20  percent  more  than  in  1935-36.  Unfavorable 
weather  during  November  and  December  has  made  it  necessary  to  revise 
this,  figure  downward.     Exports  of  vegetables  with  the  exception  of 
tomatoes,  during  the  1936-37  season,  November  to  April  inclusive,  are 
not  likely  to  be  much  greater  than  the- total  exports  of  vegetables 
for  last  season.     Exports  for  October  tc-. December    with  the  comparative 
figures  for  last  year  are  shown  below. 

v  CU3A:    Experts  of  fresh  vegetables  from  Habana  to  the  United  States 


Product 

:  October-December 

Decer 

"ber 

:  1935 

1936 

1935 

1936 

: 1,000  pounds 

1, 000  rounds 

1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

Tomatoes  ...... 

15,481 

18,9^3 

14,476 

15,053 

1,636  i 

466 

1,419 

242 

576 

232 

557 

552 

179 

424 

 :  3,306 

2,275 

2,298  . 

:        1 , 532 

580 

1,240 

542 

1,216 

 :  152 

59 

152 

:  59 

90 

32 

62 

25,370 

18,377 

21,222 

National  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Habana.  (unofficial).  Figures  shown  are 
gross  weights. 
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Weather  conditions:     The  weather  turned  more  favorable  to 
vegetables  about  mid-December,  according  to  a  communication  from  { 
G.  D.  Clark,  representative  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
in  Habana,   Cuba.     Cooler  weather  set  in  and  a  good  rainfall  occurred 
December  15,  which  was  sufficiently  heavy  to  be  of  benefit  to  non- 
irrigated  crops.     The  improved  weather  conditions  should  be  partic- 
ularly beneficial  to  the  tomato  crop  that  will  be  harvested  in 
January.     Up  to  the  middle  of  December  the  percentage  of  the  tomato 
crop  meeting  export  requirements  has  been  small.     Under  tetter  weather 
conditions  a  larger  proportion  of  the  tomatoes  harvested  should  be 
suitable  for  export.     Export  loadings  of  tomato  sed  steadily 

during  December,  and  should  rea.ch  a  peak  in  January. 

Tomatoes :     An  increase  in  the  exports  of  tomatoes  occurred  dur- 
ing October  and  November  despite  the  fact  that  the  preferential  seasonal 
rate  of  duty  in  the  United  States  does  not  become  effective  until 
December  1.     This  increase  is  attributable  mainly  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  larger  harvest  of  early-maturing  tomatoes  than  in  former 
years.     Normally,  Cuba  produces  two  crops  of  winter  tomatoes.  The 
first  crop  is  harvested  in  the  three-month  period  November  to  January, 
and  the  second  crop  in  the  months  immediately  following.     Owing  to 
early  seed  planting,   the  harvest  this  year  will  consist  of  three  crops. 
Shipments  made  through  November  comprised  the  yield  of  the  first  crop. 

Unfavorable  weather  destroyed  crops  in  some  sections  and  in 
others  lowered  the  quality  of  much  of  the  first  crop  this  year,  prac- 
tically all  of  which  has  now  been  harvested,   according  to  information 
reaching  Consul  Tewell.     The  second  crop,  which  will  mature  this  season 
in  December  and  January,  also  is  reported  to  have  been  adversely  af- 
fected by  excessive  rains.     While  shipments  to  American  markets  during 
December  were  expected  to  equal  the  350,000  lugs  (32  pounds)  attained 
in  December  1935,   indications  at  the  time  of  the  consular  reports  were 
that  exports  in  January  would  fell  snort  of  the  432,000  lugs  forwarded 
to  the  United  States  in  January  1936.     Since  Consul  Tewell' s  report 
was  received,  however,  a  later  report  from  Mr.  Clark  states  that  the 
weather  turned  more  favorable  about  December  15  and  exports  of  tomatoes 
should  exceed  those  of  last  season. 

Weather  conditions  will  be  an  important  factor  in  determining 
the  quantity  of  tomatoes  to  be  exported  in  January  and  February,  1JS7. 
Cool  weather  is  required  tc  produce  firm  tomatoes  of  export  quality. 
In  January  last  year  hot  winds  greatly  reduced  the  quantity  of  tomatoes 
suitable  for  export  to  the  United  States. 

Lima  beans:     Excessive  rainfall  adversely  affected  the  lima  be**? 
crop,  writes  Mr.  Tewell,  but  favorable  weather  in  the  last  half  of 
December  was  beneficial.    Rust ,   in  particular,  has  been  a  damaging 
factor.    Only  a  limited  quantity  was  suitable  for  export  and  shipments 
to  the  United  States  in  November  and  December,   1936,  were  below  those 
in  the  same  period  of  last  year,    present  indications  are  that  exports 
during  January  1^37  will  be  about  35,000  hampers.   Total  shipments  to 
the  United  States  of  lima  beans  during  1936-37  are  expected  to  fall 
below  the  151,000  hampers  (35  pounds)  that  went  forward  to  the  United 
States  in  1935-36. 


-  3  - 


Other  fresh  vegetables:     It  is  doubtful  whether  exports  of  any 
vegetable  crop ,   except  tomatoes  and  possibly  potatoes,  will  exceed 
exports  made  during  the  1935-36  season,  according  to  Mr.   Clark.  Exports 
of  potatoes  will  depend  upon  market  conditions  in  the  United  States  and 
the  domestic  demand  in  Cuba.    Fotato  plantings  are  said  to  be  slightly 
smaller  than  those  of  last  year.     The  crop  is  in  excellent  condition, 
and  harvesting  for  local  consumption  has  begun.     Local  prices  are  more 
attractive  than  those  prevailing  in  the  United  States  and  it  is  thought 
that  exports  in  January  1937  will  be  small. 

Exports  of  winter  vegetables:     Exports  of  winter  vegetables  from 
Cuba  have  tended  steadily  upward  since  the  low  reached  in  the  1932-33 
season.     Exports  to  the  United  States  from  October  1  to  April  30,  1935-36, 
amounted  to  42,059  short  tons.     The  outstanding  item  in  the  trade  is 
tomatoes.     Other  important  items  are  eggplant,  green  peppers,  and  lima 
beans.     Exports  to  the  United  States  in  the  past  five  seasons  are  shown 
below. 


CUBA:"    Exports  of  vegetables  to  the  United  States,   in  the  winter  season, 


Product 

;  1931-32 

-  -   —  § 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

Green  peppers  . . . 

1,000 
pounds 
17,423 
1,781 
477 
320 
2,482 
2,852 
2,044 
442 

.1,000 

pounds 
17,063 
1,532 
215 
285 
2,910 
2,136 
1,418 
313 

1,000 

pounds 

33,950 

3,676  : 

1,839 

1,448 

4,056 

1,442 
102 
469 

1 ;  000 
pounds 
50,842 
5,310 
4,643 
1,349 
3,997 
1,871 
2,289 
614 

1,000 
pounds 
53,879 
9,343 
6,438 
1,986 
•  .  6,679 
•  2,389 
2,856 
548 

27,821 

25,872 

46,982 

70,915 

84, 118 

Compiled  by  the  American  Consulate  at  Habana,  Cuba. 

1/  Gross  weight.    Net  weights  may  be  determined  by  deducing  the  follow- 
ing gross  weights:     Tomatoes,   12  l/2  percent;  eggplant,   10  percent; 
peppers,   12  l/2  percent;  okra,  8  l/2  percent;  lima  beans,  8  l/2  percent; 
and  cucumbers,   10  percent. 


MEXICO 


Probable  exports:     There  will  be  about  3,500  cars  of  vegetables 
available  for  export  from  the  West  Coast  of  Mexico,  according  to  an 
estimate  made  by  the  Sud  Facif ico  de  Mexico  Railroad  which  was  contained 
in  a  report  made  by  Vice  Consul  Thomas  M.  Powell,  Nogales,  Sonora, 
Mexico.     Consul  Powell  points  out,  however,  that  this  estimate  makes 
little  allowance  for  possible  reductions  which  may  result  from  unfavor- 
able weather.     If  3,500  cars  are  rolled  to  American  and  Canadian  markets, 
exports  will  be  considerably  larger  than  the  2,970  ca.rs  of  20,000  pounds 
shipped  in  1935-36.     Exports  have  not  exceeded  3,500  cars  since  the 
1931-32  season  when  6,096  cars  were  exported. 
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The  season  opened  November  20,  1936,  when  two  carloads  of  Mexican 
tomatoes  entered  the  United  States  through  the  port  of  Nogales,  Mexico, 
states  Vice  Consul  Powell.     These  tomatoes  were  grOwn  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  state  of  Sonora.     The  planting  season  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  state  of  Sinaioa  is  later  "because  this  state  lies  farther  south 
than  Sonera  and  consequently  excessive  heat  makes  the  planting  season 
later. 


The  present  season  opened  about  two  weeks  earlier  than  last  year. 
Growers  had  planted  earlier  in  hope  of  taking  advantage  of  the  high 
prices  which  generally  prevail  in  the  northern  markets  in  December. 
However,  tomato  exports  have  shown  only  a  small  margin  of  profit  to 
shippers  so  far.     In  the  last  ten  days  of  November  about  35  cars  were 
shipped  through  No gales.     Shipments  increased  during  December  when 
190  ca.rs  crossed  the  border,   145  of  which  .contained  tomatoes,  22  green 
peas,  20  green  peppers,  and  3  mixed  vegetables.     Total  shipments 
amounted  to  329  cars  up  to  December  31  compared  with  207  in  1935  and 
107  in  1934  to  the  same  date.     During  the     latter  part  of  the  month  of 
November,  vegetable  brokers  and  buyers  began  to  assemble  at  Nogales , 
Arizona,   in  preparation  for  the  coming  season  which  will  probably  not 
come  to  a  close  until  the  middle  of  May. 

Tomatoe s  are  by  far  the  most  important  vegetable  exported  from 
the  West  coast  of  Mexico.     The  only  ether  two  vegetables  of  importance 
are  green  peas  and  green  jDeppers.     Because  of  severe  damage  to  green 
peps  in  California  from  frosts,   shipments  of  this  vegetable  may  be 
larger  this  season  than  they  have  been  for  several  years,     green  peas 
are '.making  a  good  crop  and  prices  so  far  on  the  American  markets  have 
been  excellent.     Green  peppers  were  planted  more  extensively  this  season 
than  last  due  to  the  high  prices  which  prevailed  in  1935-36.  However, 
prices  so  far  this  season  have  been  disappoint ing  according  to  Mr. 
Fowell  and  only  small  profits  have  been  made.     The  table  below  gives 
the  shipments  of  winter  vegetables  from  Mexico  to  the  United  States 
through  the  port  of  Nogales  during  the  last  seven  seasons. 

MEXICO:     Exports  of  winter  vegetables  to  the  United'  States 
 through  the  po rt  of  Nogales  l/  

Product 


Tomatoes  .... 
Green  peas  . . 
Green  peppers 
String  beans 
Eggplants  .  .  . 
Cucumbers  .  .  . 
L  ima  beans  . . 

Squash   

Okra  

Horse  beans  . 
Chinese  cucumber 
Cantaloupes  , 
Watermelons  . 

Others   

Total   


1929-30 

1930-31 

1931-32, 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1,000  : 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1 , 000 

1,000 

pounds 

'  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

113,951 

•  89,786 

•  97,354 

:  34,548 

■  18,075 

■  50,072 

:  50,113 

30, 114 

19,336 

18, 154 

-  9,765 

:  5,048 

4,622 

:  3,674 

6,633 

5, 107 

3,610 

1,211 

770 

3,146 

4,853 

491 

817 

2,076 

1,203 

504 

620 

291 

900 

545 

308 

211 

128 

368 

260 

97 

41 

7 

2/ 

2/  : 

24 

10 

71 

186 

44 

73 

13 

43 

2/ 

21 

9 

1 

2 

0 

2/ 

7 

0 

3 

2/  • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20. 

9 

2/ 

0: 

0 

0 

0: 

2/ 

2/ 

0 

0. 

0 

0 

0 

o« 

132 

0 

0 

0 

2 

'0. 

0. 

218 

0 

0: 

0. 

186 

0: 

0 

0. 

0. 

18: 

0: 

0 

152.278 

115,850: 

121,913: 

47,013: 

24,556: 

58.895: 

59,396 

Compiled  from  Consular  Reports  from  American  Consulate  at  Nogales 
Mexico,  l/  Includes  practically  all  Mexican  west  coast  shipments 
2.1  Less  than  500  pounds. 


Sonora, 
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Acreage:    Plantings  in  Sinaloa  are  considerably  larger  this  year 
as  compared  with  1935,  according  to  estimates  furnished  the  Consulate 
by  &  prominent  vegetable  man,   states  Hosweii  &i  Beverstock,  American 
Vice  Consul  at  MazatlSn,   Sinaloa.     The  estimate  given  for  Sonora  is 
slightly  smaller  than  the  plantings  of  1935.     No  information  has  been 
received  from  Baja,   California,  where  sometimes  as  much  as  2,000  acres 
are  planted,  mainly  to  tomatoes,     however,   1,300  acres  were  planted  to 
tomatoes  in  1935  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  at  least  1,000  acres  will 
be  used  for  that  crop  this  season.     Apparently  about  13,400  acres  were 
planted  to  tomatoes  in  Sinaloa  and  Sonora,  5,900  to  green  peas,   1,300  to 
green  peppers,  and  425  to  string  beans.     The  tomato  acreage  is  much 
larger  than  usual  but  plantings  of  green  peas  are  only  about  half  as 
heavy  as  they  were  in  1933  and  1934.     Seed  beds  were  planted  in  southern 
Sonora  during  August  1936,  and  about  one  month  later  in  northern  Sinaloa. 

Growing  conditions:     Growing  conditions  so  far  this  season  have 
been  excellent  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state  of  Sonora  writes  Vice 
Consul  Powell.     The  same  is  ir xe  of  the  vegetable  area  in  northern 
Sinaloa  as  far  as  weather  conditions  are  concerned.    However,  tomato 
plants  in  the  last-named  territory  suffered  serious  injury  during 
November  from  a  specie  of  fly  which  sucks  the  juice  from  the  plants, 
causing  them  to  wither  and  die.     It  has  been  necessary  to  replant  entire 
fields  of  tomatoes  in  Sinaloa  because  of  this  pest,  according  to  the 
report.     The  acreage  planted  to  winter  vegetables  on  the  West  Coast  of 
Mexico  is  shown  in  the  table  below  together  with  the  figures  for  the 
past  3  years. 


MEXICO:    Estimated  acreage  in  winter  vegetables 


Season  and  state 


Tomatoes 


Green 


1933-34 

:  Acres 

•  10,000 
1,000 
2,000 

:  Acres 

.  1,150 
9,500 
■1/  50 

:  Acres 

:  350 
:  2/ 
:l/  50 

Acres 

1,275 

100 
1/  50 

:  Acres 

:l/  500 
1/  300 
•1/  100 

:  Acres 

:  13,275 
:  10,900 
:  2,250 

Baja,   California  . 

:  13,000 

10,700 

;  400 

1,425 

;i/  900 

'  26,425 

1934-35 

9,900 
2,000 
2,000 

4,900 
5,500 
1/  50 

:  600 

:      2/  : 
1/  50 

450 

70 

1/  50 

1/  440 
1/  200 
1/  100 

•  16,290 

•  7,770 
■  2,250 

Baja,   California  . 
Total   

13,900 

10,450 

650  • 

570 

1/  740 

26,310 

1935-36 

8,500  • 

4,300 

1,300 

1,500 
5,100 
2/ 

450  : 
2/  : 
2/  : 

900 

2/ 
2/ 

1/  150 

2/ 
2/ 

11,500 
9,400 
1.300 

Baja,   California  . 

14,100 

6,600  1 

450  ; 

900  /; 

150 

22,200 

1936-37 

10,200  . 
3,200  : 
l/l.OOO  : 

1,100 
4,800  : 
2/  ■ 

425  : 

2/  : 
2/ 

1,050  . 
300  : 
2/  : 

300  : 
2/  : 
2/  : 

13,075 
8,300 
1,000 

Baja,  California. . : 

14,400  ; 

5,900  ; 

425  ; 

1,350  ; 

300  ; 

22,375 

String 
beans 


Compiled  from  Consular  reports.     l/  Hough  est 


Green 


Others 


Total 


nates.  2/  Not  available. 
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PUERTO  RICO 

Probably  1,250  acres  were  planted  to  winter  vegetables  in  Puerto 
Rico  this  season  conroared  with  533  acres  in  1934 ~35  and  1,810  acres  in 
1932-33,  according  to  a  communication  from  A.  S.  Mason,  Associate  Market- 
ing Specialist  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  located  at  San 
Juan,  Puerto  Rico.     However,  disastrous  rains  the  last  week  in  December 
wiped  out  one-quarter  of  the  olantings,  particularly  those  in  the  low 
river  bottoms.     The  estimate  for  this  year  is  based  on  actual  plantings 
and  an  estimate  of  the  acreage  needed  for  planting  seed  that  was  purchased 
by  growers.     The  sea.spn  had  been  favorable  from  a  climatic  point  of  view 
until  the  heavy  rains  at  the  end  of  December.     The  rain  also  washed 
away  much  of  the  fertilizer  with  which  the  fields  had  been  enriched. 


A  large  portion  of  the  pep-oers  and  beans  have  found  a  good  market 
locally,  states  Mr.  Mason.    Prior  to  the  rains,  shipments  of  all  vegetables 
to  the  United  States  were  expected  to  be  about  equal  to  those  of  1935-36 
when  they  amounted  to  2,324  short  tons.    Flantings  of  winter  vegetables 
and  the  shipments  of  winter  vegetables  to  the  United  States  are  shown  in 
the  tables  following. 

PUERTO  RICO:     Flantings  of  winter  vegetables 


Product 

1930-31 

1932-33 

1934-35 

1936-37 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Acres 

Cucumbers   

270 

400 

380 

400 

T omat oes   

250 

500 

32 

250 

Peppers   

402 

300 

29 

225 

Eggplant   

32 

150 

String  beans   

4 

100 

40 

200 

Potatoes   

100 

Lima  beans   

100 

Green  peas  

60 

Others   

85 

100 

52 

175 

Total   

:  1,043 

1,810 

533 

1,250 

Supplied  by  A 
Agriculture,  3 


Juan,  Fuerto  Rico 
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PUERTO  RICO:     Shipments  of  fresh  vegetables  from  Puerto  Rico 
to  the  United  States,  July  to  June  l/ 


Product 

'  Average 

1926-2?  to 
1530-31 2/ 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

Short 
tons 

:  Short 
tons 

Short 
tons 

Short 
tons 

Short 
tons 

Ou cumbers   

66.2 

493.5 

1,465.4 

1,461.9 

1, 347. 8 

Eggplant   

76.2 

14. 7 

26.2 

9 . 0 

9.3 

Peppers   

152.8 

37.4 

31.3 

80. 2 

157.4 

Pumpkins   

1. 

53.5 

41.7 

71.7 

118.5 

•  101.3 

Squash  

10.0 

114.8 

54.9 

63.5 

74.  6 

tomatoes   

107.1 

103.4 

:  48.9 

:  19.2 

56.1 

Others  3/   

59.5 

189.9 

143.6 

561.6 

577.5 

Total   

525.3 

995.4 

1,842.0 

2,313.9 

2,324.0 

Compiled  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine. 

l/  Prior  to  1933-34  shipments  were  given  by  container.  These  figures 
have  been  reduced  to  short  tons.  Most  of  the.  vegetables  are  imported 
in  the  7-month  period  November  to  May. 

2/  The  year  1927-28  is  not  available,  hence  not  included  in  averages. 
3/  Largely  tubers  of  the  sweet  potato  family  and  white  potatoes. 


BAHAMAS 

Tomatoes :     Prospects  for  the  1936-37  tomato  crop  in  the  Bahamas 
indicate  that  the  production  will  be  between  180,000  and  200,000  lugs 
(30  pounds),  according  to  a  report  from  Miss  Grace  Williamson,  American 
Clerk,  Nassau,  if.?.,  Bahamas.     Weather  conditions  during  the  growing 
season  have  been  favorable  and  the  acreage  planted  is  somewhat  greater 
than  last  year,   states  the  re-oort. 

Fractically  all  of  the  tomato  crop  of  the  Bahamas  is  exported 
to  Canada  since  the  American  tariff  of  3  cents  a  pound  makes  exporting 
to  the  United  States  unprofitable.     Exports  in  1935  amounted  to  104,000 
bushels  compared  with  112,000  in  1934  and  120,000  bushels  in  1933. 


*  *  *  *  S't 
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FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  VEGETABLES 

Ercst  Damage  Serious  to  Mexican  West  Coast  Vegetables 

Shipments  of  all  vegetables  from  the  State  of  Sonora,  Mexico,  will 
cea.se  until  damage  lone  "by  the  frosts  the  latter  part  of  January  can  he  let  er- 
mine!,, which  will  he  for  about  ten  days,  according  to  a  telegram  dated  Febru- 
ary 1  from  Consul  T.  H.  Robinson  at  Ncgales.     The  tomato  crop  in  southern 
Sonora  is  reported  by  the  Vice  Consul  at  Guaymas  to  have  been  totally  destroyed 
and  90  percent  of  the  green  -oea  crop  lost.     However,  dealers  in  Nogales  claim 
the  estimated  damage  to  peas  is  too  high  and  that  40  to  75  cars  of  peas  will 
move  to  market,  -providing  there  is  no  more  damage.     Losses  from  frost  in  the 
State  of  Sinaloa,  Mexico,  were  not  as  severe  but  about  33  percent  of  the  tomato 
plantings  were  destroved.     Dealers  at  Nogales  estimate  that  Sinaloa  •will  shio 
1,500  cars  of  tomatoes  and  25  cars  of  green  r>eas  during  the  remainder  of  the 
season.     It  seems  evident  that  there  will  be  a  real  shortage  cf  green  -oeas 
from  all  sources  for  several  weeks. 

About  223  cars  of  vegetables  were  shiiyoei  through  Nogales  from  the  West 
Coast  of  Mexico  during  the  period  Januarv  \  to  15  inclusive,  according  to  Vice 
Consul  Powell  at  Ncgales,  Sonera,  Mexico.  Total  shipments  for  the  season  have 
amounted  to  552  cars  compared  with  348  to  the  same  date  last  season  and  311  in 
1934-35.     The  following  table  shows  the  exports  to  date: 

Vegetables:     Exoorts  through  the  -oort  of  Nogales,  Mexico, 
November  1  to  January  15 


Vegetable  1334-35  1935-36  1936-37 


:  Cars  :  Cars  :  Cars 

Tomatoes   :  135  :  212  :  409 

Peas   :  138  :  82  :  54 

P copers   :  7  :  35  :  41 

Green  beans   ■  3  :  4  ■ 

Eggplants   :  2  :  -  : 

Others   :  26  :  15  :  8 

Total   :  311  ~7~  ~34S  ~T~  552 


Compiled  from  the  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomologv  and  Plant  Quarantine. 

The  quality  of  the  tomatoes  shipped  from  the  Mexican  West  Coast  during 
the  first  half  of  Januarv  ranged  from  fair  to  good.     Green  pea  and  green 
■pepper  exports  during  this  period  were  of  excellent  qualitv.     Green  peas  have 
returned  growers  a  verv  good  -profit.    However,  the  prices  received  for  ship- 
ments of  tomatoes  and  green  peppers  have  be?n  rather  unsati sf actorv. 
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FOREIGN  NEWS  OK  VEGETABLES 

Plantings  of  Winter  Vegetables  in  Cuba  Smaller  This  Year 

Plantings  of  tomatoes,  green  peppers,  and  lima  beans,  are  expected 
to  be  lighter  in  Cuba  this  season,  but  somewhat  heavier  plantings  of 
potatoes: are  expected,  according  to  Harold  5.  Tewell,  American  Consul  at 
Habana.    Losses  on  winter  vegetables  were  quite  general  in  Cuba  last 
season.    As  yet  there  is  no  indication  of  the  size  of  the  eggplant,  okra, 
and  cucumber  plantings,  writes  Mr.  Tewell.     Despite  the  smaller  plantings 
of  vegetables,  crops  should  be  as  large  as  last  season  unless  there  is 
a  repetition  of  the  unusually  unfavorable  weather  which  prevailed  last 
year. 

Tomato  Plantings  Smaller  but  Crop  Equal  to  1955-57  Expected 

The  unprofitable  experiences  that  accompanied  the  large  expansion 
in  tomato  acreage  in  Cuba  last  winter  appear  to  have  discouraged  any  in- 
tention to  follow  the  same  procedure  this  year.     The  quantity  of  tomato 
seed  planted  is  reported  to  have  been  decidedly  less  than  in  1936.  The 
potential  acreage  has  been  further  reduced  because  of  excessive  rainfall 
in  some  sections  and  the  absence  of  sufficient  moisture  in  other  areas; 
these  conditions  have  prevented  transplanting  operations  which,  for  the 
early  crop  to  be  harvested  from  November  to  January,  are  usually  com- 
pleted by  September  15.     The  area  of  transplanted  fields  are  reported 
to  be  substantially  less  than  ax  this  time  last  fall,  although  plants 
continue  to  be  set  out  for  later  crops. 

Official  estimates  show  a  reduction  of  at  least  20  percent  in 
acreage,  while  estimates  just  completed  by  growers  and  shippers  place 
the  reduction  at  40  percent.     Despite  the  decreased  acreage,  however, 
it  is  the  general  conclusion  that  the  Cuban  winter  tomato  crop  probably 
will  be  fully  as  large  as  last  winter,  and  that  quantities  and  qualities 
suitable  for  export  will  reach  1,200,000  lugs  to  1,300,000  lugs.  Ex- 
perts during  the  1936-37  season  (November  to  April,  inclusive)  totaled 
1,393,195  lugs,  and  in  the  previous  comparative  period,  1,376,221  lugs. 
The  yield,  and  the  volume  suitable  for  export  last  winter,  were  greatly 
reduced  by  abnormally  adverse  weather  conditions.    A  repetition  of  such 
conditions  is  not  anticipated  this  winter,  although  slight  or  even 
serious  crop  damage  may  be  expected  to  occur  in  certain  localities  but 
not  generally  throughout  the  winter  vegetable  zone.     The  first  shipments 
of  tomatoes  to  the  United  States  .are  expected  to  be  made  about  November 
15. 
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Potato  Plantings  Increased  and  Ler  o  r  Crop  jjt-ipected 

'Permits  issued  to  date  Tor  the  duty-free  importation  of  seed 
potatoes,  and  deliveries  against  such  permits  to  date,  indicate  an 
increase  in  the  acreage  to  be  planted  to  potatoes  this  year.  The 
crop  last  winter,  of  both  red  and  white  varieties,  is  stated  to  have 
totaled  800,000  barrels  cf  100  pounds  each,  while  the  forthcoming  crop 
is  estimated  at  900,000  to  1,000,000  barrels. 

Planting  of  potatoes  of  the  red  varieties  begins  in  October  and 
harvesting  usually  begins  in  the  first  week  in  January,  while  white 
varieties  are  planted  in  January  and  are  harvested  in  April  and  May. 
Exports  to  the  United  States,  which  are  subject  to  preferential  rates 
of  duty  from  December  1  to  February  28,  depend  largely  upon  prices 
resulting  from  competition  from  sources  of  supply  in  the  United  States, 
and  upon  the  demand  and  prevailing  price  in  Cuba.     At  times  the  domestic 
market  is  more  profitable  'chrn  exports,  and  exports  also  have  served  to 
maintain  profitable  domestic  prices.     Cuban  potato  exports  to  the 
United  States  from  the  1936-37  crop  (from  November  to  April,  inclusive) 
totaled  1,567,780  pounds,  gross  weight. 

Area  Planted  t.)  Peppers  and  Liina  Beans  Reduced 


Owing  to  the  availability  of  increased  supplies  in  the  United 
States  it  is  stated  that  the  Cuban  pepper  growers  last  winter  found 
that  market  to  be  unprofitable.     For  that  reason  a  slight  decrease  in 
acreage  is  indicated  this  winter.     While  favorable  growing  conditions 
nevertheless  may  result  in  a  crop  equaling  that  of  last  year,  it  is 
expected  that  uxports,  which  totaled  72,805  crates  in  the  1936-37  season 
as  compared  with  127,858  crates  ixi  the  previous  season,  may  not  show 
much  increase.    It  is  understood  that  the  experimental  canning  of  some 
500  cases  of  ripe  peppers  fur  domestic  use  last  year  has  indicated  a 
prospective  profitable  local  market  for  surplus  supplies,  especially 
since  the  customary  imports  of  canned  peppers-  from  Spain  have  been 
greatly  curtailed. 

Growers  also  are  stated  to  have  suffered  losses  on  the  lima  bean 
crop  last  winter,  which  was  badly  damaged  by  excessive  rain;  and  some 
tendency  to  reduce  the  acreage  this  winter  has  been  noted.     Exports  aur- 
ing  the  last  season  (November  1936  through  April  1937)  totaled  122,648 
hampers,  against  154,795  hampers  in  the  previous  crop-year. 

0t:;  ,r  Veg:tables 

As  yet,  there  is  no  indication  pf  any  reductions  or  increases 
in  the  winter  crops  of  eggplant,  okra,  and  cucumbers.     Exports  of  egg- 
plant to  the  United  States  in  the  1936-37  season  totaled  121,863  crates, 
compared  with  173,629  crates  in  the  previous  season;  exports  of  okra 
amounted  to  48,955  crates  as  against  47,234  crates;  and  exports  of 
cucumbers  reached  57,852  crates  as  compared  with  52,761  crates  in  the 
previous  year. 

o    0  o 


Exports  of  winter  vegetables  from  the  Mexican  VJest  Coast  dur- 
ing 1937-38,  .November  to  May,  are  expected  to  reach  4,, 000  cars  com- 
pared with  3,757  last  season,  according  to  a  communication  from  the 
American  Consulate  at  llogales,  Scnora.,  Mexico.     Shipments  of  tomatoes 
are  estimated  at  3,300  cars  compared  with'  3,089  last  season.  About 
500  cars  of  green  peas  will  be  available  for  export  against  377  in 
1936-37.     probably  150  cars  of  green  pep-pers  will  be  exported,  or 
about  the  same  as  last  season.     Ho  information  is  available  on  the 
probable  shipments  of  eggplant  and  string  beans,  the  movement  of 
which  is  usually  small. 

Plantings  to  date  below  those  of  1936-57 

Plantings  made  up  to  the  middle  of  November  were  below  those 
of  last  season  but  additional  plantings  of  tomatoes  can  be  made  in 
northern  Sinaloa  as  late  as  January.     Total  plantings  so  far  are 
around  16,700  acres,   states  the  report.     Earlier  in  the  season, 
however,   it  was  reported  that  the  total  plantings  might  reach  24,000 
acres  which  would  make  them  larger  than  those  of  either  of  the  past 
two  seasons.     Since  1936-37  was  a  successful  season  for  growers,  • 
financially,   it  is  entirely  possible  that  plantings  this  season  will 
be  larger. 

First  shipments  have  begun 

The  season  was  expected  to  open  the  last  of  November  when  a 
few  cars  are  usually  exported  but  the  shinning  season  really  begins 
in  December  and  continues  until  the  late  snoring  months.     The  earliest 
movement  is.  from  Sonora  and  the  later  shipments  from  SinalQa  and 
Baja  California.  •  . 

Acreage  -planted  and  estimated  -production 

Tomatoes :     In  the  Euatabpjnpo  District  of  Southern  Sonora,  an 
estimated  3,700  acres  have  been  plpnted  to  tomatoes  from  which  it  is 
estimated  there  will  be  900  carloads"  of  vegetables  shipt>edT  Approxi- 
mately 700  ca.rloads  were  shipped  from  this  region  during  the  1936-37 
season.     Growing  conditions  in  this  .'District  up  tc  the.  present  have 
been  unfavorable  due  tc  excessive  heat  and  a  shorta.ge  of  water  which 
may  tend  to  cut  down  ^reduction.  ;    ' 1 
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In  the  Los  Mochis,   Culiacan  and  Samoa  Districts,  of 
northern  Sinaloa,   it  is  estimated  that  4, 900  acr&s  of  tomatoes  are 
now  -planted.     This  acreage  will  be  increased  later,   as  tomatoes 
can  "be  planted  in  these  Districts  as  late  as  January  for  production 
in  late  April  and  early  May.     Predictions  are  that  more  tomatoes 
will  'be  exported  from  this  region  this  season  than  during  the 
1936-37  season  if  the  market  is  about  the  same  or  better  than  during 
the  previous  year.     Approximately  2,400  cars  of  tomatoes  were  shipped 
from  this  region  during  the  1936.-37  season.     Shipments  from  Sinaloa 
are  not  expected  to  begin  before  the  middle  of  December  and  probably 
not  before  sJahuary.     .•■  • 

Peas ;     Approximately  3,000  acres  of  peas  have  been  planted 
in  the  HuataPbampo  District,   Sonora,  from  which  it  is  estimated  that 
250  cars  will  be  exported.     Heat  has  caused  considerable  damage  to 
the  plants  and  much  replanting  will  have  to  be  dene.     It  is  expected 
tha,t  shipments  will  begin  about  December  15. 

It  is  estimated  that  2,400  cars  of  peas  have  been  planted  in 
Sinaloa,  near  Verdura,  Los  Mochis  and  a  few  near  Culiacan-,  and  it 
is  probable  that  more  will  be  planted  later  if  conditions  in  the 
United  States  are  favorable.     Shipments  from  these  Districts  will 
start  about  January  1.     An  estimated  250  cars  of  peas  will  be 
shipped  from  Sinaloa. 

Peppers :    No  estimates  concerning  the  acreage  planted  nor 
predictions  for  the  shipping  of  peppers  are  available  at  this  time, 
states  the  report.     It  is  reported,  however,  that  approximately 
the  same  acreage  has  been  planted  to  peppers  for  the  1937-38  season 
as  was  planted  in  1956-37,  which  was  about  300  acres. 

The  consulate  reports  that  the  crop  of  winter  vegetables 
in  Ba.ja  California,  is  said  to  be  much  smaller  than  in  previous 
years.     This  croc  is  exported  almost  exclusively  to  the  West  Coast 
of  the  United  States. 

WINTER  VEGETABLES:     Exports  of  Mexican  West  Coast  vegetables 


 ■  through  He  gales  

Vegetable       :  1934-35     ''      -1935-36    P       1936-37  :  Estimate 

_   :  :  :   :  1357-58 

:  Cars        :        Cars        :        Car  s  :  Cars 

Tomatoes  :  2,314     :          2,317     :  3,089  :  3,300 

Green  peas  :  251     :  198"  377  500 

Green  peppers..:-  92.-  .  170,    :  159  :  150 

Green  beans....:'  -         1.7  ,•    :  ,     5;    :  *-  ': '  l/ 

Eggplant . .   :  4     :  :  :  1  :  l/ 

Other  and  mixed:      .        123     :   97     ;  131  ;  l/ 

Total.  ;  2,801             '  2,787     j  5,757  '  3,950 

 ,   ■  t  .  •   ■  


Compiled  from  Consular  Reports,     l/  Not  available. 
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WINTER  VEGETABLES :    Estimated  plantings  on  the  West  Coast  of  Mexico 


Season  and  state 

:Tomatoes 

Green 
peas 

;  String 
"beans 

]  Green 
DSDi:ers 

:  Others 

:  Total 

1933-34 

Baja  California  

Total  Mexican 

Acres 

:  Acres 

:  Acres 

:     Acre  s 

:  Acres 

Acre  s 

:  10,000 
1,000 
:  2,000 

:  1,150 

9,500 
1/  50 

;  350 
2/ 

1/  50 

:  1,275 
100 
1/  50 

:l/  500 
•1/  300 
1  /  100 

13,275 
10,900 
2,250 

;   13 , ooo 

1  10,700 

;  400 

1,425 

1  /  900 

•  _  '  WWW 

26,425 

1934-  55 

Baja  California. . . 

Total  Mexi car- 
West  Coast  

1935-  36 

Baja  California.  . . 
Total  Mexican 

:  9,900 
2,000 
:  2,000 

:  4,900 
5,500 
1/  50 

600 
2/ 

1/  50 

:  450 
:  70 
1/  50 

•1/  440 
:l/  200 
1/  100 

16,290 
7,770 
2,250 

•  13,900 

10 , 450 

650 

;  570 

: 1 /  740 

,  .77.  1 

26,310 

8,500 
4,300 
1,300 

1,500 
5,100 
2/ 

:  450 
2/ 
2/ 

900 
2/ 
2/ 

•1/  150 
:  2/ 
2/ 

11,500 

9,400 
1 , 300 

u  i  on 

ADD 

*±o  J 

900 

'  1^0 

on  oOO 

1955-37 

Baja  California.  .  . 
Total  Mexican 
West  Coast  

1937-38  : 
Be„ja  California.  .  . 

10,200 
3,200. 
1/  1,000: 

1,100 

4,800. 

2/ 

425 
2/ 
21 

1,050 

300 
2/ 

300' 

2/ 
2/ 

13,075 
8,300 
1,000 

14, 400 

5,900; 

425 

1,350 

300 1 

22,375 

4/  4,900: 
3 , 700 : 
1/  500: 

2,400: 
3,000; 
2/  . 

1/  450 
2/  . 
50 

2/  950 
300 
2/ 

1/  250. 
1/  100: 
1 /      100 : 

8,950 
7,100 

650 

Total  Mexican      ;    ,  • 
West  Coast  3'100: 

5,400] 

500 ; 

1,250 

450 ; 

4/16,700 

Compiled  from  Consular  Reports, 
l/  Bough  estimates. 
2 1  Not  available, 
3/  Incomplete. 

4/  Planted  so  far;   total  expected  to  exceed  1936. 
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